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Cowardice asks the question, 'Is it safe?'  

Expediency asks the question, 'Is it politic?'  

Vanity asks the question, 'Is it popular?'  

But, conscience asks the question, 'Is it right?'  

And there comes a time when one must take a position that is neither safe, nor 

politic, nor popular but one must take it because one's conscience tells one that it is 

right.  

-Martin Luther King, Jr.  

ii  

HONOR CODE  
 

I pledge to do my best to promote honesty; I expect others to promote honesty, too. 

¶ I will be honest in all my endeavors, academic and personal. This includes but is 
not limited to taking a test, maintaining confidentiality of assessment information, 
and submitting my own work. 

 

I pledge to do my best to respect others and their property; I expect others to do their 

best to respect me and my property. 

¶ I will refrain from cruel behavior that diminishes the self-worth of others. 

¶ I will refrain from theft and vandalism. 
 

I pledge to assume responsibility for my words and deeds; I expect others to assume 

responsibility for theirs. 

¶ I will take into account the consequences that my words and actions will have on 
my peers, our community, and the worldôs environment. 

 

I pledge to do my best to treat others with kindness: I expect others to do their best to 

do the same. 

¶ I will respect differences, whether they are based on ethnicity, gender, sexual orien-

tation, social standings, or religion. 

¶ I will engage in acts of kindness for the benefit of others by being amiable, helpful, 
and considerate. 
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Information is not 

knowledge. 
 
Einstein 

It is             

recommended 

that college- 

bound students 

take 4 years of 

math and at 

least 3 years of 

a world        

language. 

The Upper School Curriculum 
Taipei American School (TAS) offers students a curriculum that allows them to explore aspects of their own indi-
viduality and their relationship to the world. The upper school offers a highly academic, college-preparatory pro-
gram. 

 

Graduation Requirements 
Four years (eight semesters) of upper school attendance are required with 22 credits to be earned in grades 9 ï 
12. Credits are awarded on a semester basis. This is a minimum requirement; students seeking admission to a 
selective college or university must exceed this minimum requirement. The 22 credits to be earned are as fol-
lows. 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Program 

Taipei American School currently offers more than twenty Advanced Placement examinations in a variety of sub-
ject areas. A prescribed curriculum is followed, and a standardized external examination prepared by the Col-
lege Board is administered by the school in May of each year. College catalogs generally contain an accurate 
description of an institutionôs policy on placement, and what credit, if any, is given for an Advanced Placement 
examination. This will include any exceptions or qualifications to granting the credit, as well as procedures for 
applying for such credit. If students have questions about credit, they should write the admissions office of the 
college or university for clarification. All students who take an AP course must sit the AP exam in order to 

receive AP credit and a weighted grade.  

      

English 4 credits Grade 9: English 9, or English 9 Honors 

    Grade 10: English 10, or English 10 Honors 

  
  Grade 11 and 12: The American Novel and Short Story, Contemporary Writers 

and Film, Rhetoric and Composition, Honors Seminar, IB or AP 

      

      

Social Studies 3 credits Grade 9: Asian Studies ï Social Studies 9 

    Grade 10: Western StudiesðSocial Studies 10, or AP European History 

    Grade 11: US History 

  
  An IB diploma candidate may substitute 1 credit of a Social Studies elective 

for the required US History Social Studies credit. 
      

      
Mathematics 
and Computer 
Science 

3 credits * Choice of courses in mathematics; four years of math are recommended 
* 2 credits for students who entered upper school in 2008 or earlier 

      

      
Performing 
and 
Visual Arts 

1 credit Choice of visual, applied, or performing arts courses 

      

      
Science  3 credits Grade 9:  physics 

  Grade 10: chemistry 

  Grade 11: biology 

  * 2 credits for students who entered upper school in 2009 or earlier 

      

   

World  

Languages 

  3rd year proficiency * 
* No credits are required for students who entered upper school in 2008 or 
earlier 

     

      

P.E. and 
Health 

2 credits Required for ninth and tenth grade students 

      

GENERAL INFORMATION 
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The direction in 

which education 

starts a man will 

determine his future 

life. 

 

Plato 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma 
 

The International Baccalaureate program is a two-year pre-university course of study leading either to the IB 
Diploma or to separate subject certificates, depending on the studentsô abilities and their plans for further edu-
cation. The IB offers a flexible curriculum and external examinations. 

 

The IB Diploma provides matriculation that is recognized and accepted by colleges and universities worldwide. 
American and European educators designed the IB to offer students a holistic education and a broad aca-
demic background. IB examinations are accepted in Europe on a par with the national matriculation require-
ments. In the U.S., successful completion of higher level courses may lead to advanced placement and credit. 
A few U.S. universities offer sophomore standing for attainment of the full IB Diploma. A comprehensive list of 
recognition policies by individual universities is available from the IB Office at TAS. 

 

The awarding of an IB Diploma is contingent on successful examination results in six subjects ï three at 
higher level, and three at standard level. The six subjects must include English, a second language, individu-
als and societies, and experimental science, mathematics, plus either an additional language, science, social 
studies, computing studies, or art and design courses. Students are advised on appropriate programs of study 
by the IB coordinator. 

 

Students must also study Theory of Knowledge (a basic course which unifies and interrelates the other six and 
provides a philosophical perspective), write an Extended Essay, and participate in CAS (Creativity, Action, 
Service) activities. All students who take an IB course must sit the IB exam in order to receive IB credit 

and a weighted grade.  

 

Honors Criteria  
 

To be placed in an honors-designated course at Taipei American School, students must demonstrate the fol-
lowing in their academic program. 

 

1. Independent initiative 

2. Sophisticated and articulated communication skills 

3. Superior study and evaluative research skills 

4. Deeper mastery of topics and concepts 

5. Critical analysis, interpretation, and synthesis of material 

6. Additional work and time commitment 

7. Abstract reasoning 

8. Integrated thinking skills 

The placement of all students into honors courses is contingent 
upon the recommendation of their current teacher in that particular 
discipline and the approval of this recommendation by the depart-
ment chair. In addition to the generic criteria required for honors 
courses, many honors courses also have discipline-specific re-
quirements that must be met for honors placement. In all disputes 
concerning the placement of a student into an honors course, the 
Upper School Principal will make the final decision.  

 

HONESTY 
 

I am truthful to myself and others. 

 

RESPECT 
 

I value myself and others, appreciate our  
 

differences, and treat others as I would want  
 

to be treated. 

 

RESPONSIBILITY  
 

I am trustworthy, reliable, and accountable  
 

to myself and my environment. 

 

KINDNESS 
 

I am considerate, compassionate,  
 

and caring. 
 

˱  

 

ṭ 

ᵘ  
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English 

Dance 
Visual Arts 

Theater Arts 
Music 

Extended Essay  
 

Theory of Knowledge  
 

Creativity, Action,    

Service  

Group 1  

Language A1  

Group 3  

Individuals  

and Societies  

Group 5  

Mathematics  

Group 4  

Experimental  

Sciences  

Group 2  

Second  

Language  

 

Group 6  

Arts and Electives  

History 
Psychology 
Geography 

Chinese 
Mandarin 
Japanese 
French 
Spanish 

Chemistry 
Biology 
Physics 

 

Math HL 
 

Math SL 
 

Math Studies 

 

IB COURSE OFFERINGS  
 

Group 1 First Language  

(Literature Based)  

 
English SL 
English HL 

Group 2 Second Language  

(Communications Based) 

Spanish Ab Initio SL, Spanish B SL, Spanish B HL 
French Ab Initio, French B SL, French B HL 
Japanese Ab Initio,SL 
Chinese A2 SL, Chinese A2 HL 
Mandarin Ab Initio SL, Mandarin B SL, 
Mandarin B HL 

Group 3 Individuals and Society   History SL, History HL 
Psychology SL, Psychology HL 
Geography SL 

Group 4 Experimental Sciences   Biology SL, Biology HL 
Chemistry HL 
Physics HL 

Group 5 Mathematics   Math Studies SL 
Mathematics SL, Mathematics HL 

Group 6 Electives  

(Diploma Candidates must take either a  

Group 6 or a second subject from 
Groups 2, 3, or 4)  

Dance SL, Dance HL 
Theatre Arts SL, Theatre Arts HL 
Visual Art SL, Visual  Art HL 
Music SL, Music HL 

Theory of Knowledge  (Restricted to 12th graders Diploma Candidates )  

 
 
 

 
All students who 
take IB courses 
must sit the exter-
nal IB exam in or-
der to receive IB 
credit and weighted 

grade  
 
 
External exam fees:  
IB registration 
4500nt*~, each 
exam 3200nt*   

 
 

*Exam fees are for 

2009 -2010 and 
may change for 

2010 -2011  
 
 

~IB registration is 

paid once for  
diploma candidates, 
and each exam  
session for  
certificate  
candidates  
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ADVANCED  

PLACEMENT  

      PROGRAM 
® 

® 

A student who passes at least 

5 full year AP exams with average 

score of at least 3.5 is 

recognized as an AP 

Scholar with 

Distinction. 

A student who passes 3 full 

year AP Exams with scores  

higher than 3 is recognized 

as an AP Scholar. 

A student who passes at least 

4 full year AP exams with average 

score of 3.25 is recognized as 

an AP Scholar 

with Honor. 

AP 
 

Scholar with  

Distinction 

AP 
 

Scholar 

AP 

Scholar with  

Honor 

AP COURSE OFFERINGS   

 

Social Studies  
 

AP US History 
AP Macro and Micro Economics 
AP European History 

 

Math 
AP Statistics 
AP Calculus AB  
AP Calculus BC 

 

English   
 

AP English Literature  
AP English Languague 

 

Science   
 

AP Chemistry  
AP Physics B, AP Physics C 
AP Environmental Science 
AP Biology 

 

Computer Science   
 

AP Computer Science A 

 

Languages  
 

AP Spanish  
AP French 
AP Chinese 
AP Japanese 

 

Art   
 

AP Art History 
AP Studio Art  

 

Music   
 

AP Music Theory 

 
 
 

 

All students who 
take AP courses 
must sit the AP 
exam in order to 
receive AP credit 
and weighted 
grade  
 
 
External exam 
fees:  Each exam 
3000nt*  
 
 

** Exam fees are 

for 2009 -2010 and 

may change for 
2010 -2011  
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COURSE LOAD 

Every student is required to carry a minimum of six courses (six 85-minute blocks or a combination equal to six 
blocks); four of these  must qualify as core courses. 

EXCEPTIONS:  

Students carrying three  or more AP/IBHL  courses may take a minimum of five  courses (five 85-minute blocks or 
equivalent). 

 

Normally, students may carry a maximum of seven  blocks. Students in grades 9 and 10 may take eight blocks; 
one of the eight courses must be either a Performing Arts/Visual Arts or a course with 0-30 minutes of homework 
per class. 

 

Students should not carry more than three  core courses on any one day. 

 

HOMEWORK GUIDELINES  

Each course description includes a statement about the amount of time students can expect to spend on home-
work. The following is a guideline for average number of minutes per class meeting during the course of a week. 

Note that these are average amounts and may vary. Some students will be able to complete an assignment in 30 
minutes, while the same assignment may take another student 90 minutes. 

 

AP and IB courses will usually require more homework than other courses. IB classes usually require projects that 
are done in addition to the ñdailyò class assignments. 

      

  

Light 0 ï 30 minutes  

Mod-
erate 

30 ï 60 minutes 
 

Heav
y 

60 ï 90 minutes 

 
      

OUR LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 



UPPER SCHOOL COURSES 2010-2011 GRADE 9-12 1 
ENGLISH   CREDIT  

UENG01   English 9  1 

UENG01H   English 9 Honors  1 

UENG02   English 10  1 

UENG03   English 10 -Honors  1 

UENG06   
Honors Seminar in Comparative 

Literature  
1 

UENG08   Contemporary Writers and Film  1 

UENG09   Rhetoric and Composition  1 

UENG10   
The American Novel And Short 

Story  
1 

UENG13   
AP English Language &          

Composition  
1 

UENG14   IBHL English (Year 1)  1 

UENG15   IBSL English (Year 1)  1 

UENG23   
AP English Literature &          

Composition  
1 

UENG24   IBHL English (Year 2)  1 

UENG25   IBSL English (Year 2)  1 

UENG27   IBSL English Theater (Year 1)  1 

UENG28   IBSL English Theater (Year 2)  1 

UENG29   IBHL English Theater (Year 1)  1 

UENG30   IBHL English Theater (Year 2)  1 

UENG11   Journalism I  1 

UENG12   Journalism II  1 

UENG31   Expository Writing I (Sem. 1)  0.5  

UENG32   Expository Writing II (Sem. 2)  0.5  

UENG33   Expository Writing III (Sem. 1)  0.5  

UENG34   Expository Writing IV (Sem. 2)  0.5  

SOCIAL STUDIES   

USST01    Asian Studies -Social Studies 9  1 

USST02   
Western Studies -Social Studies 

10  
1 

USST03   United States History  1 

USST04   AP European History  1 

USST06   AP United States History  1 

USST21   IBSL Contemporary World History  1 

USST22   
IBHL Contemporary World History

-Americas  
1 

USST23   IBSL Psychology  1 

USST24   IBHL Psychology  1 

USST11   AP Economics  1 

USST25   IBSL Economics  1 

USST27   IB Theory of Knowledge  1 

USST26   IBSL Geography  1 

USST41   Global Problems and Solutions  0.5  

USST43  
 

Honors Seminar:America in the 

1960s: Politics and Prose  0.5  

USST44  
 

Honors Seminar:History of the 

Modern Middle East  0.5  

USST45   
Honors Seminar:Taiwan, China 

and the U.S.A  
0.5  

USST12  
 

AP US Government & Politics/ AP 

Comparative Gov. & Politics  1 

USST51   General Business  1 

USST53   Accounting  1 

MATHEMATICS & COMPUTER SCIENCE   

UMAT01   Intro to Algebra  1 

UMAT02   Algebra I  1 

UMAT03   Geometry  1 

UMAT04   Geometry with Proof  1 

UMAT04H  Honors Geometry with Proof  1 

UMAT05   Fundamentals of Algebra II  1 

UMAT06   Algebra II  1 

UMAT07   Honors Algebra II  1 

UMAT08   Precalculus  1 

UMAT09   AP Statistics  1 

UMAT10   IBSL Math Studies  1 

UMAT11   IBSL Math  1 

UMAT12   IBHL1/Honors Precalculus  1 

UMAT13   AP Calculus AB  1 

UMAT14   AP Calculus BC  1 

 CREDIT  

UMAT15   IBHL2 Math  1 

UMAT16   Honors Differential Equations  0.5  

UMAT17   Honors Linear Algebra  0.5  

UMAT21  
 

Logic & Algorithms - Intro. to 

Comp Sci/Eng.  1 

UMAT22   AP Computer Science   1 

UMAT23   
Honors Advanced Topics in  

Computer Science  
1 

SCIENCE    

USCI011   9th Conceptual Physics  1 

USCI021   9th Physics  1 

USCI022   9th Honors Physics  1 

USCI03   Humans and the Environment  1 

USCI04   Biology  1 

USCI05   Chemistry  1 

USCI06   Physics  1 

USCI07   Honors Biology  1 

USCI08   IBSL Biology  1 

USCI09   IBHL Biology (Year 1)  1 

USCI10   IBHL Biology (Year 2)  1 

USCI11   Honors Chemistry  1 

USCI12   IBHL Chemistry (Year 1)  1 

USCI13   IBHL Chemistry (Year 2)  1 

USCI14   Honors Physics  1 

USCI15   IBHL Physics (Year 1)  1 

USCI16   IBHL Physics (Year 2)  1 

USCI18   AP Biology  1 

USCI19   AP Chemistry  1 

USCI20   AP Physics B  1 

USCI21   AP Physics C (E & M)  1 

USCI22   AP Environmental Science  1 

USCI23   Scientific Research I  1 

USCI24   Applied Electronics  0.5  

WORLD LANGUAGES   

UWLD01   French 1   1 

UWLD02   French 2  1 

UWLD03   French 3   1 

UWLD04   French 4   1 

UWLD05   IBSL French B  1 

UWLD06   IBHL/AP French B  1 

UWLD11   Spanish 1  1 

UWLD12   Spanish 2   1 

UWLD13   Spanish 3  1 

UWLD14   Spanish 4   1 

UWLD15   IBSL Spanish B  1 

UWLD16   IBHL/AP Spanish B  1 

UWLD21   Japanese 1   1 

UWLD22   Japanese 2   1 

UWLD23   Japanese 3   1 

UWLD24   AP Japanese  1 

UWLD31   Mandarin 1   1 

UWLD32   Mandarin 2  1 

UWLD33   Mandarin 3    1 

UWLD34   Mandarin 4   1 

UWLD35   AP Mandarin  1 

UWLD36   IBSL Mandarin Language B  1 

UWLD37   IBHL Mandarin Language B  1 

UWLD41   Mandarin WR 1   1 

UWLD42   Mandarin WR 2  1 

UWLD43   Mandarin WR 3  1 

UWLD44   Mandarin WR 4   1 

UWLD45   Mandarin WR 5 (Honors)  1 

UWLD46   Mandarin WR 6 (Honors)  1 

UWLD462  
 

Honors Seminar In Chinese 

Studies Contemporary Novel  1 

UWLD47   IBSL Chinese Language A2  Yr. 1  1 
UWLD48   IBSL Chinese Language A2  Yr. 2  1 

UWLD49   IBHL Chinese Language A2  Yr. 1  1 

UWLD50   IBHL Chinese Language A2  Yr. 2  1 

PERFORMING& VISUAL ARTS  CREDIT  

Performing Arts      

UMUS01   Concert Choir  1 

UMUS02   Honors Concert Choir  1 

UMUS03   Opus Choir  1 

UMUS04   Honors Opus Choir  1 

UMUS05   String Orchestra  1 

UMUS06   Honors String Orchestra  1 

UMUS07   Orchestra  1 

UMUS08   Honors Orchestra  1 

UMUS09   Upper School Beginning Band  0.5  

UMUS10   Symphonic Band  1 

UMUS11   Honors Symphonic Band  1 

UMUS12   Wind Ensemble  1 

UMUS13   Honors Wind Ensemble  1 

UMUS14   Jazz Ensemble  1 

UMUS15   Honors Jazz Ensemble  1 

UMUS16   AP Music Theory  1 

UMUS17   IBSL/IBHL Music (Year 1)  1 

UMUS18   IBSL/IBHL Music (Year 2)  1 

UART01   Dance  0.5 or 1  

UART02   IBSL Dance (Year 1)   1 

UART03   IBHL Dance (Year 1)  1 

UART04   IBSL Dance (Year 2)  1 

UART05   IBHL Dance (Year 2)  1 

UART07   
Theater and Communication I 

(Sem. 1)  
0.5  

UART08   
Theater and Communication 

II (Sem. 2)  
0.5  

UART09   IBSL Theater (Year 1)  1 

UART10   IBSL Theater (Year 2)  1 

UART11   IBHL Theater (Year 1)  1 

UART12   IBHL Theater (Year 2)  1 

Visual Arts    
UART21   Visual Art I  1 

UART22   Visual Art II  1 

UART23   Drawing I (Sem. 1)  0.5  

UART24   Drawing II (Sem. 2)  0.5  

UART25   Ceramics I (Sem. 1)  0.5  

UART26   Ceramics II (Sem. 2)  0.5  

UART27   Advanced Ceramics  1 

UART34   Digital Photography  1 

UART30   IBSL Visual Art  1 

UART31   IBHL Visual Art  1 

UART32   AP Art History  1 

UART33   AP Studio Art  1 

UART41   Industrial Design I  1 

UART42   Industrial Design II  1 

UART43  

 

Computer Graphic And    

Design Featuring Adobe  

Illustrator and Photoshop  1 
UART47  

 
Desktop Publishing &      

Journalism -  Yearbook  1 

UART48   Digital Video Production     0.5  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION and HEALTH    
ULSK01   Physical Education/Health 9  1 

ULSK03   Fitness Training  1 or 0.5  

ULSK06   Dance/PE  1 

ULSK07   
Physical Education/Health 10 

Adventure & Fitness  1 

ULSK08   
Physical Education/Health 10 

Individual Activities & Fitness  
1 

ULSK09   1 
Physical Education/Health 10 

Team Sports 1&2  

SUPPORT SERVICES    
USSS01   Academic Support  0 

USSS09   Speech/Language  0 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS    
USPC05  Independent Study  1 or 0.5  

USPC03  Student Aide  1 or 0.5  
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ENGLISH 9 -12  
  
English is required in each of the four 
years in the upper school at Taipei 
American School.  Content includes 
instruction in analytical and expres-
sive  writing,  the  writing  process 
(prewriting,  drafting,  revising,  and 
editing), reading and analyzing litera-
ture,  discussing  ideas  in  groups, 
delivering  oral  presentations,  and 
applying correct vocabulary, syntax, 
and grammar. Students are required 
to purchase paperback books used in 
literature courses.  

Department Courses  9 10 11 12 

English 9 X       

English 9 Honors  X       

English 10   X     

English 10 Honors    X     
AP English Language &  
Composition 

  X X 

AP English Literature &  
Composition 

   X 

Honors Seminar in Comparative  
Literature      X  

IBSL English Years 1 & 2      X X 

IBHL English Year 1 & 2      X X 

IB SL or HL Theater Year 1      X   

IB SL or HL Theater Year 2        X 

The American Novel and Short Story     X X 

Contemporary Writers and Film     X X 

Rhetoric and Composition     X X 

Electives for various grades: 

Expository Writing I, II, III, & IV X X X X 

Journalism I X X X X 

Journalism II X X X X 

Education is the 

most powerful 

weapon which 

you can use to 

change the 

world.  

 

Nelson Mandela 

ENGLISH 9 (UENGO1)  
 
Required Duration: 1 year  
Credit: 1  
Grade: 9  

Homework: Moderate               

 
English 9 is a survey of Asian culture 
and literature from China, Japan, India 
and Southeast Asia. Readings explore 
universal themes such as Identity, Tra-
ditions and Values, Conflict and the 
Human Experience. Students study a 
variety of perspectives and literary 
genres as they analyze via text-to-text, 
text-to-self and text-to-world connec-
tions. Students also delve into intense 
vocabulary study, build grammatical 
skills and refine their research skills. 

Finally, Students explore opportunities 
to speak creatively and persuasively 
and are expected to participate actively 
and consistently in class discussions 
and oral activities.  
 
Texts may include: Buckôs The Good 
Earth, Sijieôs Balzac and the Little Chi-
nese Seamstress, Loungôs First They 
Killed My Father, Markandayaôs Nectar 
in a Sieve, Shizukoôs Daughter, Disaiôs 
Hullabaloo in the Guava Orchard, se-
lected Asian poetry and short stories. 
Vocabulary for Achievement (Fourth 
Course) and A Writerôs Reference (6th 
edition) are required texts.   

English Flow Chart 

English 9 Honors  

English 10 

English 9 

English 10 Honors  

IBSL or 
IBHL 

Theater  
Year 1-2 
Gr. 11-12 

IBSL  
English  
Year 1-2 

 
Gr. 11-12 

IBHL  
English  
Year 1-2 

 
Gr. 11-12 

The American 
Novel and Short 
Story, Honors 

Seminar in  
Comparative  

Literature, 
*Contemporary 

Writers and Film, 
Rhetoric  

and Composition 
Gr. 11, 12 

* Gr. 11 Only 

Electives: these 

courses are 

supplementary 

and do not 

count for ñCoreò  

English credit.  

 

Expository  

Writing 

I, II, III, & IV,   

Journalism I 

Journalism II 

 
Gr. 9-12 

AP English 
Language &  
Composition  

 
Gr. 11-12 

AP English 
Literature &  
Composition  

 
Gr. 12 
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Knowing is not 

enough; we must 

apply. 

Willing is not 

enough;  

we must do. 

 

Goethe 

ENGLISH 9 HONORS

(UENG01H)  
 
Duration: 1 year 
Credit: 1.5 
Grade: 9 

Homework: Heavy          
 
This course explores universal 
themes , and students study a variety 
of cultures through specific genre, 
namely novels, plays, short stories 
and poems.  Though English 9 and 
English 9 Honors share an emphasis 
on skill development, English 9 Hon-
ors requires greater mastery in terms 
of critical reading, thinking and writ-
ten analysis.  Students are expected 
to demonstrate greater independent 
initiative when handling texts and 
when expressing ideas in class dis-
cussions as well as in frequent in-
class and take home writing assign-
ments.  Reading load and homework 
expectations in the English 9 Honors 
course are significantly higher. 
 
Texts studied may include: Homerôs 
The Odyssey, First They Killed My 
Father, Bible selections, excerpts of 
classical Japanese drama, Shake-
speareôs The Tempest, representa-
tive short stories and representative 
poetry. Vocabulary for Achievement 
(Fourth Course) and A Writerôs Ref-
erence (6th edition) are required 
texts 
 
ENGLISH 10 (UENG02)  
 
Required 
Duration: 1 year 
Credit: 1 
Grade: 10 

Homework: Moderate             
 
English 10 develops essential critical 
thinking and language skills. The 
course is built upon an information 
literacy model, reinforcing critical 
reading, thinking and writing skills. 
Students study a variety of texts from 
the Western tradition, including nov-
els, poems, plays and films. Students 
develop cognitive strategies, analyze 
texts and generate original ñbig 
ideasò that serve as the basis of their 
writing. Assessment is based primar-
ily on essays composed under in-
class, timed conditions and composi-
tions edited at home.  Students are 
also assessed through oral presenta-
tions. 
 
Texts studied may include: Antigone, 
Sophocles; Romeo and Juliet, 
Shakespeare; Romeo and Juliet, 
Luhrmann; 1984, Orwell; selected 
poetry, short stories.  Vocabulary for 
Achievement (5th course) and A 
Writerôs Reference (6th edition) are 
required texts. 
 
 
 

ENGLISH 10 HONORS 
(UENG03)  
 
Duration: 1 year 
Credit: 1.5 
Grade: 10 
Prerequisite:  English Department 
approval.    
 

Homework: Heavy          
 
English 10 and English 10 Honors 
share a common focus on skills and 
content;  however, English 10 Honors 
requires greater mastery in terms of 
critical reading, thinking and written 
analysis.  Students  should  demon-
strate greater independent initiative 
when handling texts and when ex-
pressing ideas in class discussions 
as well as in frequent in-class and 
take  home  writing  assignments. 
Reading load and homework expec-
tations in the Honors class are signifi-
cantly higher.  
 
Texts studied may include: Sopho-
cles Oedipus Rex and  Antigone, 
Bible selections, Chaucerôs The Can-
terbury Tales, Shakespeareôs Romeo 
and Juliet, Moliereôs Tartuffe, roman-
tic poetry, Orwellôs 1984, Morrisonôs 
The Bluest Eye  and Atwoodôs The 
Handmaidôs Tale. Vocabulary for 
Achievement (5th course) and A 
Writerôs Reference (6th edition) are 
required texts. 
 
 
AP English Language & 
Composition (UENG13)  
 
Duration: 1 year 
Credit: 1 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite:  English Department 
Approval 

Homework: Heavy          
    
AP English Language and Composi-
tion challenges students to read in a 
variety of rhetorical contexts and to 
write for a variety of purposes.  In 
addition to the close analysis of prose 

from diverse periods and disciplines, 
students will compose narrative, 
expository and argumentative essays 
as they increase their awareness of 
purpose, audience and writing strate-
gies.  Successful students will de-
velop confidence as they write for 
their college and/or personal, profes-
sional lives.  This course prepares 
students for the AP language and 
Composition exam taken in May. 
 
Required Texts: The Riverside 
Reader (8th edition) and A Writerôs 
Reference (6th edition). 
 
AP ENGLISH  
LITERATURE &  
COMPOSITION (UENG23)  
 
Duration: 1 year 
Credit: 1 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: English Department  
approval 

Homework: Heavy          
 
This course is a university-level semi-
nar that explores important themes in 
literature in an inter-textual context. 
Reading, critical thinking, seminar 
discussion, and writing are the es-
sential elements of the course. The 
class is for mature readers with open 
minds. 
 
In May, all students will take the AP 
English Literature and Composition 
Exam. 
Tentative Core Reading List for  
2010-2011: 
Balzac, Old Goriot; Bulgakov, The 
Master and Margarita; Beckett, Wait-
ing for Godot; Dürrenmatt, The Visit 
Grass, The Tin Drum; Hawthorne, 
ñRappacinniôs Daughterò; Ibsen, En-
emy of the People; García Márquez, 
One Hundred Years of Solitude 
Nabokov, Pnin; Voltaire, Candide 
 
Selected poems from various au-
thors  
 

ENGLISH 
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els.  This analysis is then reinforced 
by the comparative framework em-
phasized for the study of these works 
in all parts of the program. The flexi-
bility of the program allows teachers 
to choose challenging works that suit 
the particular needs and interests of 
their students, and students are then 
assessed in a variety of written and 
oral modes. A Writerôs Reference (6th 
edition) is a required text. 
 
IBHL ENGLISH  
YEAR ONE (UENG14) 
YEAR TWO (UENG24)  
 
Duration: 2 years  
Credit: 2  
Grades: 11 & 12 
Prerequisite :  English Department 
approval 

Homework: Heavy          
 
IBHL  English  is  primarily  a  pre-
university course in literature.  It  is 
aimed at students who intend to pur-
sue literature, or related studies, at 
university. IBHL English encourages 
students  to  see  literary  works  as 
products of art and their authors as 
craftsmen whose methods of produc-
tion are analyzed in a variety of ways 
and on a number of levels.  This 
analysis  is  then  reinforced by  the 
comparative framework emphasized 
for the study of these works in all 
parts of the program. The flexibility of 
the  program  allows  teachers  to 
choose challenging works that  suit 
the particular needs and interests of 
their students, and students are then 
assessed in a variety of written and 
oral modes. A Writerôs Reference (6th 
edition) is a required text. 
 
 
IBSL (UENG27) OR  
IBHL (UENG29) English:  
THEATER, YEAR 1  
 
Duration: 1 year (first year of a two-
year sequence) 
Credit: 1 
Grade: 11 
Prerequisite:  none (Theater and 
Communication recommended) 
 

Homework: Heavy          
 
This is the first year of a two year 
program intended for students wish-
ing to study the theater arts and to 
develop  communication  skills  in 
depth.   
 
Guiding questions: 
Semester  1:  What  makes  theater 
classic? 
Semester  2:  What  makes  theater 
modern? 
Units of study include: 
 
1. Performance skills (stylized move-

ment, Laban, mime, and 20th Cen-
tury Theorists Styles) 

HONORS SEMINAR IN 

COMPARATIVE  

LITERATURE (UENG06)  
 
Duration: 1 year 
Credit: 1 
Grade: 11 Only 
Prerequisite: English Department  
approval 

Homework: Heavy          
 
This seminar is for juniors who have 
a passion for literature and literary 
study, and who want the challenge of 
a university-level course with univer-
sity-level expectations. See AP Eng-
lish Literature & Composition for 
the course description ; juniors will 
be placed with the AP students 
(seniors) but will not be expected to 
take the AP exam. The class is for 
mature readers with open minds. 
Students in this course receive     
honors credit. 

IBSL ENGLISH  
YEAR ONE (UENG15) 
YEAR TWO (UENG25)  
 
Elective: 
Duration: 2 years 
Credit: 2 
Grades: 11 & 12 

Homework: Moderate            
 
IBSL  English  is  primarily  a  pre-
university course in literature.  It  is 
aimed  at  students  whose  formal 
study of literature will  not continue 
beyond this level. IBSL English en-
courages  students  to  see  literary 
works as products of art and their 
authors as craftsmen whose methods 
of production are analyzed in a vari-
ety of ways and on a number of lev-

2. World theatre traditions (classic 
Greek, Japanese Noh, Period 
acting styles) 

3.Movements (Stanislavsky and 
realism, Artaud and absurdism, 
Melodrama) 

4.Technical arts 
 
These  studies  engage  students  in 
challenging, creative, and collabora-
tive  projects  (individual  and  small 
group)  through  reading,  writing, 
speaking,  performance,  and  re-
search.  Active participation in a wide 
variety of activities and assessments 
is a major expectation of students in 
the course.  Students will also main-
tain a journal, write critically and in-
formatively, and create original texts. 
All students will present work in pub-
lic each semester at a Drama Project. 
In addition, the IB requires develop-
ment of a portfolio, a research pro-
ject, an oral analysis, and an individ-
ual  project (projects are started in 
year 1, finished in year 2).  Require-
ments for HL differ from SL in length 
of words and depth of work. Students 
do not need previous stage experi-
ence;  instead,  they  need  curiosity 
and initiative, plus a desire to explore 
communication in many forms.  
 
Probable Texts: Lysistrata; Electra; 
The American Dream & The Zoo 
Story; Jack, or the Submission; A 
Dollôs House; The Seagull; Sweeney 
Todd; selected Noh plays; Selected 
contemporary plays; fall play/
Paradox/IASAS scripts. A Writerôs 
Reference (6th edition) is a required 
text. 
 
IBSL (UENG28) OR  
IBHL (UENG30) English:  
THEATER, YEAR 2  
 
Duration: 1 year (second year of a 
two year sequence) 
Credit: 1 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: IBSL/IBHL Theater Arts  
 

Homework: Heavy          
 
This is the second year of the IB 
Theatre Arts sequence for IB diploma 
or  certificate  candidates.  Semester 
one continues exploration of perform-
ance  and  production  skills,  world 
theater cultures,  text  analysis, and 
directing.  Semester two will  focus 
more on the completion of the IB 
assessment  requirements:   the re-
search investigation, The oral,  The 
creative portfolio, and The independ-
ent project/portfolio. 
 
Guiding questions: 
 
Semester 1: What makes people 
laugh? 
Semester 2: How do I convey my 
understandings  about  communica-
tion? 
 

A writer is not so 

much someone 

who has some-

thing to say as he 

is someone who 

has found a 

process that will 

bring about new 

things he would 

not have thought 

of if he had not 

started to say 

them. 
 

William Stafford 

ENGLISH 

IB ENGLISH AND  
IB THEATER  
 
Current  sophomores  at  TAS  may 
choose to enroll in Higher or Stan-
dard  Level  English  courses  their 
junior year. Any student who chooses 
to take an IB course (see IB Theater 
course description) should consider 
the following: 
 
Both  Higher  Level  and  Standard 
Level English are two-year courses, 
and all students are expected to com-
plete all  four parts of the syllabus 
before graduating. In addition, Higher 
Level English (which is awarded a .5 
weight  designation) is  a more de-
manding course as it  requires the 
study of 15 works over the two-year 
sequence,  compared  to  Standard 
Level,  which  requires  11.  Higher 
Level also insists on greater mastery 
of literary analysis, greater apprecia-
tion of literary features and greater 
independence in the personal han-
dling of texts. 
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course) and A Writerôs Reference (6th 
edition) are required texts. 
 
Core Reading List for 2010-2011: 
Cisneros, The House on Mango 
Street; Crane, The Red Badge of 
Courage; Ellison, Invisible Man 
Erdrich, Love Medicine; Fitzgerald, 
The Great Gatsby; Hawthorne, The 
Scarlet Letter; Heinlein, Stranger in a 
Strange Land; Heller, Catch 22 
Herbert, Dune; Jen, Typical American  
Quinn, Ismael; Salinger, Catcher in 
the Rye; Steinbeck, The Grapes of 
Wrath; Twain, Adventures of Huckle-
berry Finn; Vonnegut, Slaughter-
house Five; Wharton, Ethan Frome 
 
Selected short stories from vari-
ous authors  
 
CONTEMPORARY  
WRITERS AND FILM 

(UENG08)  
 
Elective 
Duration: 1 year 
Credit: 1 
Grade: 11 & 12 

Homework: Moderate            
 
This course offers students an oppor-
tunity to examine a range of themes 
and narrative techniques through 
contemporary literature and film. 
Writing assignments will foster col-
lege level composition skills, and film 
analysis will enhance media literacy. 
Students will also produce short 
films, so a willingness to use digital 
cameras and editing software is es-
sential.  
 
Texts: The Riverside Reader and 
works of fiction and non-fiction from 
contemporary writers such as Paulo 
Coelho, Toni Morrison, Raymond 
Carver, Jon Krakauer, Arthur Golden,  
Cormac Mccarthy, Khaled Hosseini, 
and Yann Martel. 
Films may include: Citizen Cane, 
Metropolis, Memoirs of a Geisha, 
Casablanca, Kite Runner, Cast 
Away, Blade Runner, Memento, and 
other films of cinematic merit.  
 
 

Units of study include: 
 
1. Performance skills (physical com-

edy, stage combat, mime, mask) 
2. World theatre traditions (Italian 
commedia dellôarte, Asian pup-
petry, Balinese Topeng) 

3. Directing (commedia, combat, 
original scenes) 

4. Technical arts (lighting design and 
makeup) 

 
Probable Texts: Black Comedy; A 
Midsummer Nightôs Dream; The Mi-
ser; Monty Python; A Servant of Two 
Masters; Various world myths; fall 
play/Paradox/IASAS scripts. A 
Writerôs Reference (6th edition) is a 
required text. 
 
THE AMERICAN NOVEL 
AND SHORT STORY 
(UENG10)  
 
Duration: 1 year 
Credit: 1 
Grade: 11&12 

Homework: Moderate            
 
This is a challenging, college pre-
paratory course that explores the 
development of American values and 
ideology from Native American per-
spectives to the thoughts and revela-
tions of 21st century thinkers.  The 
novels and short stories reveal how 
American writers use literary art, 
such as narrative perspective, as a 
means for expressing beliefs. 
 
American Novel and Short Story 
emphasizes practical reading, writing, 
speaking and listening skills.  Analyti-
cal paragraphs, essays, and more 
personal compositions are stressed, 
developing studentsô confidence as 
they become more attuned to effec-
tive word choices, sentence struc-
tures and common conventions.  
Through a writing process that inte-
grates the Six Traits rubric as an 
assessment tool, students write in a 
variety of modes and academic con-
texts.  Students write frequent in-
class, timed essays. 
 
Vocabulary for Achievement (6th 

RHETORIC AND  
COMPOSITION (UENG09)  
 
Elective  
Duration: 1 year  
Credit: 1  
Grade: 11-12  

Homework: Moderate            
 
Learning  how  to  be  a  confident 
speaker and writer is critical for col-
lege-bound students.  In this course 
students  will  improve  composition, 
listening, and speaking skills, while 
presenting  multimedia  informative 
presentations,  persuasive  cam-
paigns, and speeches ranging from 
the amusing to the dramatic.  The 
course is designed not only to build 
composition  and  oral  presentation 
skills, but also to help students deal 
with interpersonal, small group, and 
large  group  communication.  This 
course is structured as a workshop 
environment,  where students  work, 
revise,  conference,  and  peer  edit 
original written and spoken pieces in 
class and online.  Thus, the writing 
process ï multiple drafts,  peer re-
sponse, and editing ï is required on 
all  material  submitted  for  teacher 
assessment.  Students review, prac-
tice,  and are  assessed on correct 
grammar, usage, and diction and are 
engaged in ongoing vocabulary study 
with the goal of improving their writ-
ten and spoken English.  Research, 
organization,  and  proper  citation 
skills will be a focus as students in-
vestigate  topics  of  their  choice to 
complete major persuasion, debate, 
and research projects. Students will 
practice writing and speaking for a 
variety of audiences and occasions 
and will look to appropriate register, 
language, and tone for these pieces.  
While this course is predominantly a 
writing and speech class, students 
will read in a variety of genres and 
view an array of multimedia materials 
to develop oral interpretation, public 
speaking, and debate skills. 
 
Text: Selected essays, chapters, and 
poems from various sources. A 
Writerôs Reference (6th edition) is a 
required text. 
 

ENGLISH 
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EXPOSITORY WRITING I 

(UENG31)    
Offered in Semester I only  
 

EXPOSITORY WRITING II 

(UENG32)   
Offered in Semester II only  
EXPOSITORY WRITING 

III (UENG33)   
Offered in Semester I only  

 

EXPOSITORY WRITING 

IV (UENG34)   
Offered in Semester II only  
 
Elective  
Duration:  1 Semester 
Credit: 0.5 
Grade: 9-12  
Prerequisite: None for Expository 
Writing I.  Subsequent courses to be 
taken in sequence. 
Homework:  None 
 
Expository Writing I, II, III and IV 
provide differentiated learning 
courses that supplement the work 
done in the standard English curricu-
lum.  Students in any grade and with 
any level of mastery may take Ex-
pository Writing I.  Students are ex-
pected to take the subsequent 
courses in sequence.   There will be 
no assigned homework ï all work will 
be done in class.  Integrating the 
writersô workshop model, each class 
focuses on the individual writerôs 
process.   Additionally, each class will 
contain directed focus lessons on 
some aspect of the writing process, 
several quick writes on a wide variety 
of topics, and workshops where stu-
dents have time to write and confer-
enc e  i n d i v i du a l l y  w i t h  t he 
teacher.  Students will explore a vari-
ety of writing genres and will have 
options to pursue topics of their own 
choosing.  Advanced writers may 
concentrate on creative writing.   
 
Students may choose to take the 
course for a grade or on a Pass/Fail 
basis.   

 
JOURNALISM I (UENG11)  
 
Elective  
Duration: 1 year  
Credit: 1  
Grade: 9-12  
Pre-requisite for Journalism 2  
 

Homework: Moderate            
 
This course will introduce students to 
the concepts,  skills  and modes of 
writing common to journalism.  The 
aim is to enable students to develop 
effective  communication,  interper-
sonal  and  problem-solving  skills 
through  authentic  experience.  Stu-

 

ENGLISH 

dents will write for the school news-
paper and news website, as well as 
report on IASAS events. The study of 
journalism also implies an awareness 
of current events, and students are 
expected to keep up to date with 
local, national and world news. Stu-
dents will learn the basics of desktop 
publishing  and  newspaper  layout, 
and write in a variety of journalistic 
modes, including news, feature, opin-
ion and sports. In second semester, 
the homework load will increase as 
students will be expected to spend 
time  at  school  during  evenings  to 
produce the Blue & Gold. A Writerôs 
Reference (6th edition) is a required 
text. 
 
JOURNALISM II 
(UENG12)  
 
Elective  
Duration: 1 year  
Credit: 1  
Grade: 9-12  
Pre-requisite: Journalism 1  
 

Homework: Heavy          
 
Journalism 2 is primarily a production 
class, and builds on skills taught in 
Journalism 1. The majority of class 
time  is  spent  creating  the  school 
newspaper, The Blue & Gold. Stu-
dents  are  expected  to  work  inde-
pendently, and in small groups, on all 
stages  of  newspaper  production. 
Ability to work as part of a team, to 
show  initiative  and  leadership,  to 
manage time effectively and to meet 
deadlines  are  important  skills  for 

students  taking  this  course.   This 
course includes a wider variety  of 
genres  than  in  Journalism  1,  and 
includes editorial, feature and op-ed 
writing.  The  Blue &  Gold  editorial 
responsibilities are given to students 
who show exemplary expertise, com-
mitment  and  leadership.  Students 
and parents  should be aware that 
students who take this course are 
expected  to  spend  extra  time  at 
school; students must devote several 
evenings each month to the produc-
tion of the Blue & Gold. . A Writerôs 
Reference (6th edition) is a required 
text. 
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I look to the diffusion of light and education as the resource 

to be relied on for ameliorating the condition, promoting the 

virtue, and advancing the happiness of man. 

  
Thomas Jefferson, 1822 

 


