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an innovative learning community

Join
Taipei American School inspires each student 

to be a confident, creative, caring, and moral 

individual prepared to adapt and succeed 

anywhere in a rapidly changing world.  We 

provide an American-based education 

with a global perspective that results in 

a love of learning, academic excellence, 

a balanced life, and service to others.



to Middle School

In these pages, you will find a brief overview of our program and the spirit of our middle 
school.

We provide an innovative American-based education with a global perspective.  Taipei 
American School educates students to become creative thinkers, healthy individuals, ethical 
people, versatile learners, enthusiastic collaborators, information savvy learners, skillful 
communicators, and conscientious citizens.  We teach students to love knowledge and 
to honor the core values upheld throughout the school: honesty, respect, responsibility, 
kindness, and courage.  Middle school is a crucial time for our students where students grow 
their hopes and dreams to build future successes in school, career, family, and community 
life.  

SHAUN O’ROUKE
Middle School Principal

Welcome

Gary Pettigrew

Middle School Associate Principal 



“Character is doing the right thing when nobody 
is looking.”

J. C. Watts

Intrinsic to the education at Taipei American School is a code of character that weaves 
throughout the academic and co-curricular experience.

We are committed to helping our students understand the importance of empathy, self-control, 
and a moral conscience.  We believe that a school of excellence must also provide character 
education for students within a structured, radically intentional character formation program.

We have integrated character education into the middle school program, encouraging ethical 
development in all student activities.  It is our hope that our students not only become scholars, 
artists, athletes, and community volunteers, but also individuals with moral purpose.

Our Values
honesty | respect | responsibility | kindness | courage
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Science + 
Engineering
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The Science + Engineering curriculum provides an integrated approach, introducing students to 

life, physical, and Earth sciences throughout all three of their middle school years.  Teachers provide 

students with hands-on learning experiences grounded in foundational scientific concepts.  After 

students have built strong background knowledge, they have the opportunity to ask, “What more 

do I want to know?” Students work in collaborative groups to explore scientific problems, brain-

storm options, develop sophisticated solutions and prototypes, run scientific tests, and then engineer 

improvements. They forge their own paths with teachers guiding the process.  Our goal is to provide 

our students with a robust and deep science experience encompassing both conceptual understand-

ing and independent exploration.

The foundation of our program is a strong academic 
curriculum that allows our students to reach their full 
potential as sophisticated and conscientious scholars.



Throughout the middle school robotics program, students engage in the engineering design process 
to identify problems, generate solutions and to design, build, and improve upon their robots and 
programs.  
Learning is challenged based with students learning about mechanical and electrical engineering as 
well as visual and text based programming in a collaborative, challenging, fun and reflective envi-
ronment.  Our goal is to provide students with the experience, confidence, and knowledge to pursue 

further robotic and computer science based interests.

Our robotics courses demonstrate our commitment to 
preparing our students for success in the 21st century.

Robotics



Art + Innovation

   Students learn how to observe, assemble, construct, reinvent, and 
reinterpret using a wide variety of materials and computer software.  
The environment is made to be safe, fun, and challenging with regular 
opportunities to study important artists and exchange dialogue about 
current projects. 
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The Art + Innovation program enables 
students to build a visual, creative language.



Performing arts
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DRAMA      The drama program has an important role to play in the personal development of a 
student. The skills and qualities developed in drama, such as teamwork, creativity, leadership, and risk-
taking, are assets in all subjects and areas of life.  Drama allows students to explore issues, experiences, 
and drama skills in a safe and supportive environment. With an emphasis on both devising and 
performance work, the drama curriculum is both stimulating and demanding.

Students are invited to take part in the annual middle school musical; be it on stage, back stage or in 
the pit band. In addition , the drama department takes part in an ISTA (International Schools Theater 
Association) festival each academic year in the Asia region. 

MUSIC     The music program offers students performing opportunities in strings, band, 
and choir, and creative opportunities in music technology through Music Mix. In all classes, 
students are encouraged to master skills in listening, creating, collaborating, and music theory 
to support their musical understandings.

DANCE       Dance is offered to all grade 7 and 8 students as part of the Performing Arts.  
Classes take place in our new purpose-built middle school dance studio.  Students will have the 
opportunity to develop their dance skills and use their creativity to create a range of dynamic 
pieces. Students will learn how to prepare their bodies for dance class with warm-up and 
stretching exercises, and enhance their ability to communicate effectively through music and 
movement.

Drama



Music Dance



Mathematics is a tool of power in science, engineering, business and everyday life.  It helps us model 
the world around us and provides the tools we need to make decisions.  

In math class, students explore concepts in arithmetic, statistics, probability, and geometry with an in-
creasing level of difficulty and begin a formal study of algebra.  Ideas are introduced through a logical 
progression from the concrete to the abstract.  Students continue to develop their math skills through 
individual work and cooperative learning opportunities.
 
We emphasize higher level thinking skills and problem solving strategies that involve investigation, 
application, and interpretation.   Real-world applications are used to illustrate and reinforce math-
ematical ideas.   Technology is an integral component of the curriculum, allowing students to examine 
scenarios that would otherwise not be available to them.
 
Three levels of math classes are offered at each grade to better meet the learning needs of students. 
Some students will accelerate in mathematics; reaching Algebra 1 in grade 8 and, a few exceptionally 
talented math students, will study Honors Algebra 2 in grade 8.

Mathematics
The goal of the Mathematics department is to assist students 
in interpreting quantitative data, developing mathematical 
models, solving problems, and formulating clear and logical 
arguments.
 



Writing is a key component of the middle school English program and students will experience 
writing in various genres, but mainly focus on informative and expository forms.  In order for 
middle school students to have a common language regarding writing, the English program 
utilizes six traits:  voice, organization, ideas, sentence fluency, word choice, and conventions. 
Communicating critical thinking and logical development of thought into a clear organized 
written form is a cornerstone expectation of the middle school English program.

Students will not only demonstrate reading comprehension through writing, but through 
small and large group discussion.  Subsequently, these ideas and analysis will be more formally 
conveyed in various oral presentations.

Middle school students experience an English program that rigorously develops the essential 
language acquisition skills that thoroughly prepare students for academic success. 

English
Our English program firmly rests on the foundational 
pillars of writing, reading, and oral expression 
competency that are necessary for solid language 
development.
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As a learner of history, students are exposed to different types of text and media.  This provides 
opportunities to enhance note-taking skills and identify key points.  Students are also expected 
to analyze primary and secondary sources.  In studying history, students must apply the concepts 
of cause and effect as well as compare and contrast. 

While studying different time periods and events, students must incorporate critical thinking 
skills and problem solving in order to show understanding and deeper connections. Also, 
simulations, debates, and presentations are part of the program.  These speaking opportunities 
allow students to gain confidence in the classroom and showcase what they have learned.  

Finally, students develop research and information literacy skills.  These skills provide a strong 
foundation for upper school history courses and prepare students for the challenges ahead.

History
The goal of the middle school history program is to 
cultivate global citizens by ensuring our students have 
knowledge of history, governments, economics, culture, 
and geography.
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World Languages
and Classics

The world languages program provides the opportunity to explore and enjoy learning a new 
language. The environment is designed to be both fun and authentic by using native language 
audio materials.  The program enables students to develop listening and speaking skills while, 
building a solid foundation in reading and writing. Three choices are offered: Mandarin, 
Spanish, and Classics.  Mandarin differs from the other two options in that it offers both a 
heritage and a learner track.

The Classics program comprises the study of language itself. Students learn to read and write 
the basic languages (Latin and Ancient Greek) in which the great works of Western literature 
are written (Iliad, Odyssey, Aeneid, etc.), and from which comes more than eighty percent 
of the English vocabulary. While becoming skilled in reading ancient languages, students 
constantly acquire new English vocabulary and reinforce their grammatical skills in all three 
languages. The class includes the study of real ancient inscriptions and historical documents 
that bring the ancient world to life!

We believe that the ability to communicate in more than 
one language gives students the ability to relate better 
to other cultures and people, and results in better global 
citizens.
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Physical Education, 
Health and Athletics

We believe that healthy bodies contribute to healthy minds.  
Our athletics program offers our students yet another 
opportunity to grow and shine.
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We believe that healthy bodies contribute to healthy minds. Our physical education, health and athlet-
ics programs offer our students yet more opportunities to grow and shine.

The mission statement of our physical education and health program focuses on our student’s physi-
cal, mental, social and emotional development. These courses encompass a wide range of movement 
and health-based learning experiences aimed at providing students with the knowledge and skills to 
lead healthy and active lives.

The middle school athletics program is committed to developing teamwork, character, leadership, 
and dedication in our student athletes. Students have the opportunity to participate in competitive, 
sport development, and sport-specific training programs which aim to prepare them for upper school 
athletics.
  



Leadership 
and Service

Learning at Taipei American School does not stop when classes finish.  Most middle school 
students choose to attend interest-based clubs, volunteer their time in service clubs, or assume 
more responsibilities with clubs focused on furthering leadership skills.

It is yet another way we promote personal growth as students find activities that are truly 
meaningful and experiences that are memorable.

Clubs focusing on service, leadership, and varied 
student interests are all unique experiences 
enjoyed after school.  The well-being and 
development of our students are of the utmost 
importance to our faculty.

25REM Club: Remote English Mentoring. 
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Camp Taiwan

Camp Taiwan offers our students an engaging cultural experience and an adventure in learning 

at different sites around Taiwan.  For one week at the beginning of the school year, students 

embark on a journey that allows them to interact with their teachers and peers in a more 

casual and relaxed setting.  The friendships that develop in Camp Taiwan last throughout the 

middle school years and beyond. 

Taiwan has a wonderfully unique culture and offers 
beautiful natural sceneries that our students experience 
first-hand through Camp Taiwan.



Taipei American School is an independent, co-educational 
school for students of more than 30 nationalities from pre-K 
through grade twelve.  It is uniquely positioned to offer an 
American-based education with a global perspective that 
results in a love for learning.
Our pre-K to grade twelve curriculum is based on exemplary standards and benchmarks from 
the United States.  Taipei American School is accredited by the Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges (WASC).  

Our model middle school program welcomes students into an internationally-designed 
curriculum shaped by careful attention to their unique needs at this age.  Teams of teachers 
work in tandem to see that students’ emotional, social, academic, aesthetic, and physical needs 
are met.  Remembering our commitment to preparing students for success academically and 
ethically at their best-fit college or university and for life anywhere in a rapidly changing world, 
the middle school assures proper alignment with what will come next for students as they enter 
the college-preparatory curriculum of the upper school.

from an island to the world
The Bridge
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Taipei American School middle school teachers are 
committed to their students.  We seek to foster the 
entire individual - engaging their minds as well as 
educating their character.

Faculty members have outstanding credentials in their individual fields of expertise, with all 
teachers having earned a bachelor’s degree, and more than 75% holding a master’s or doctorate 
degree.

Taipei American School has more than 250 faculty members, including approximately 160 
U.S. citizens, 20 host-country nationals, and 70 third-country nationals, providing unique 
perspectives for our students.  

Our faculty members take pride in modeling the idea of life-long learning to our students 
by attending conferences in their disciplines and by continually evaluating teaching methods 
during scheduled professional development days.

Professional development at Taipei American School aims to ensure the success of each and 
every student by developing and supporting a learning community focused on the continuous 
improvement of curriculum, assessments, instruction, and the learning environment.

Our Faculty



Facilities

The school occupies a campus of 6.5 hectares (approximately 15 acres). The campus is wireless 
with fiber optic cable that services our IT needs as a one-to-one laptop school in the middle and 
upper schools. The school has a four-story library/IT/media complex, music and art facilities, 
and two theaters. 
 
Sports facilities include gymnasiums, tennis courts, playing fields with artificial turf, and a 
25-meter indoor swimming pool. The cafeteria, pizza bar, Village Snack Bar, and Fitness Cafe 
serve nearly 3,000 patrons per day.
 
The new Science and Technology Building features specialized science labs for biology, 
chemistry, physics, and robotics. The new Arts Building offers enhanced and expanded fine 
and performing arts teaching spaces.

School facilities provide the foundation for our 
students to succeed and every opportunity to reach 
new heights.
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Programs

This section allows you to learn about all of our middle school 
programs quickly.  Think of it as your reference for all things 
middle school at Taipei American School.

at-a-Glance



Grade 6 

English, Early American History, Math 
6, Enriched Pre-Algebra 6, Principles of 
Pre-Algebra 6, Science

String Ensemble, Choir, Advanced Band, 
Band Ensemble, Orchestra, Physical 
Education, Health, Art + Innovation, 
World Languages: Classics, Mandarin, 
Spanish

PRESCRIBED ELECTIVES

Study Skills and Critical Reading, 
Robotics, Drama

SUPPORT CLASSES

ESL pull-out, ESL push-in, Learning 
Support, Speech and Language

All grade 6 students have a 
homeroom teacher and study period 
every other day.

Grade 7

English, US History, Math 7, 
Pre-Algebra, Integrated Algebra, 
Science

Cadet Orchestra, Music Mix 1 & 2, 
Concert Band, Concert Orchestra, 
Choir, Beginning Band, Cadet Band, 
Physical Education, Health, Art + 
Innovation, Dance, World Languages: 
Classics, Mandarin, Spanish

PRESCRIBED ELECTIVES

Public Speaking

ELECTIVES

Robotics, Drama

SUPPORT CLASSES

ESL pull-out, ESL push-in, Learning 
Support, Speech and Language

All grade 7 students have a 
homeroom teacher who meets with them 
every morning and a study period 4 days out 
of 6.

Grade 8

English, World History, Math 8, 
Algebra I, Honors Algebra II, Science

Cadet Orchestra, Music Mix 1 & 2, 
Concert Band, Concert Orchestra, 
Choir, Beginning Band, Cadet Band, 
Physical Education, Health, Art + 
Innovation, Dance, World Languages: 
Classics, Mandarin, Spanish

ELECTIVES

Advanced Robotics, Drama, 
Economics, Challenge Ropes course, 
Engineering the difference, EDx Talks, 
International politics 

SUPPORT CLASSES

ESL pull-out, ESL push-in, Learning 
Support, Speech and Language

All grade 8 students have a homeroom 
teacher who meets with them every 
morning and a study period 4 days out of 6.
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ATHLETICS
 
The middle school co-curricular program offers a rich 
and varied experience open to all of our students.  
Middle school is a time for students to build interests 
and try out a wide variety of activities. The clubs are 
all fun, educational, and most of all, they help to build 
friendships. These clubs and activities are sponsored 
by teachers from TAS. 

Co-curriculars
Clubs and Activities
The middle school athletics program is committed 
to developing teamwork, character, leadership, and 
dedication in our student athletes.  The program 
prepares our students for upper school athletics through 
interscholastic competition.  Students also have the 
opportunity to participate in a vibrant intramural program.

COMMIT
FLL Robotics
Middle School Musical
Model United Nations
MS Athletics Council
On-line Newspaper
Orphanage Club
Remote English Mentoring 
Student Ambassadors
Student Council Exec Committee
Tiger TV
VEX Robotics
Yearbook
RAD Studio. Robotics. Art. Design

DROP-IN
Chinese Culture Club
Friday Game Club
Guitar and Ukulele Club
Forensics and Debate
Kiva Club
Rock Climbing Club
Roots and Shoots
Student Council
Table Tennis Club
Odyssey-Science beyond the classroom
RC Aircraft Club.
The Hack Club

COMPETE   
Interscholastic Competition

Badminton
Basketball
Golf
Rugby and Touch Rugby
Soccer
Fast-Pitch Softball
Swimming
Tennis
Track and Field
Cross-Country
Volleyball
Baseball

PARTICIPATE   
Sports Specific Training  

Agility and Explosion
Touch Rugby
Tennis
Swimming
Basketball
Golf
Rugby
Fast-Pitch Softball
Badminton
Cross Country
Volleyball
Soccer 37

Curriculum

SPORTS DEVELOPMENT

Volleyball
Soccer
Basketball 
Badminton
Touch Rugby

Math Counts
Student Council Exec. 
Committee

MUN Press team



Technology
One-to-One
In the middle school, we believe that the use of computers 
(and other tools of technology) is best implemented when it 
makes sense to our TAS educational program.  To enhance 
learning, all students (grades 6-8) are required to have 
laptops, as recommended by the IT department.  Each 
laptop is yearly equipped with an impressive digital software 
toolkit that empowers students in their everyday learning.  
On location at “helpdesks” are a team of IT staff who are 
available to help students and faculty with any concerns.  
Wireless access is available throughout the campus.  Each 
year, students are taught how to care for their laptops, 
use them appropriately, avoid unnecessary use, and back-
up data on a weekly basis.   Opportunities for parents to 
understand the wide range of benefits and innovative use of 
laptops occur in the form of parent seminars.

Robotics
In grade 6 robotics, students have the opportunity to build, 
program, and test robots through a series of engaging 
challenges. The tasks are designed to introduce basic 
robotic concepts as well as kindle a curiosity and enthusiasm 
for this field of study. Using the Lego Mindstorm NXT kits, 
students practice important skills such as analyzing, problem 
solving, proposing, and testing solutions. They will consider 
the role of robots in society and how a robot draws upon 
sensors, computers, and actuators to accomplish a task. 
In programming, they will learn basic concepts such as 
conditional statements, exceptions, loops, and parallel 
programming.  In building, they apply engineering concepts 

such as gear ratios and weight distribution. The final course 
challenge brings all the concepts together as students work 
together to enter completely student-designed robots into a 
Battle Bot competition.

The grade 7 robotics course utilizes the Lego NXT robotics 
system and starts with a quick recap of the learning covered 
in the grade 6 course before moving onto more advanced 
engineering and programming challenges.  Students use 
basic math skills to calculate ratios when programing turning 
angles and distances traveled.  Students maneuver through 
more complex challenges while learning about gears and 
gear ratios as they design and build robots to complete tasks 
that require either greater speed or torque.  Students also 
learn how to utilize a third motor to build attachments that 
can be used to manipulate other robots or objects.  Inherent 
in all robotics programs at TAS is a focus on problem solving 
and students who complete this course are well placed to 
succeed in further problem based learning courses.  

The grade 8 robotics course offers students an introduction 
to mechanical design, engineering, and text-based 
programming.  Students use hex keys, nuts, bolts, screws, 
aluminum plates, and other various metal components to 
build VEX robots.  Each robot is custom designed by the 
students to compete in a class competition using the VEX 
tournament arena.  The VEX robots are powered by DC 
motors and servos and controlled remotely by a program 
that students write using RobotC.  RobotC is a C based 
programming language that provides students with the 
base knowledge needed to engage in further computer 
programming courses. 
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Camp Taiwan
Grade 6

The 6th grade Camp Taiwan trip involves a five day excursion 
to the southern part of Taiwan (Kenting) where all students 
have the opportunity to experience parts of Taiwan never 
explored before, participate in an educational adventure 
away from school, interact with peers and staff in a less 
formal setting, gain independence and awareness of new 
skills and abilities, and participate in a well structured 
program of appropriate activities and opportunities for 
service.

Grade7
The 7th grade Camp Taiwan trip involves a five day excursion 
to Tsou Mai Lai Farm in Tainan County where all students 
have the opportunity to, build upon grade 6 Camp Taiwan 
program objectives, foster social skills necessary for a 
group to successfully work, travel and live cooperatively, and 
increase awareness of the host environment, traditions, and 
culture.  It provides students with opportunities for service, 
fun, adventure, and new levels of physical challenge.

Grade 8
The 8th grade Camp Taiwan  trip involves a five day excursion 
to Longmen Camp at Fulong on the northeast coast.  The 
objectives of the 8th grade camp are to build upon grade 6 
& 7 Camp Taiwan objectives, to prepare students to make 
informed choices and take responsibility for their own 
learning, to develop the skills needed to move safely and 
confidently in rural and outdoor settings while respecting 
the environment, to increase their awareness of the host 
culture and traditions, and to provide our students with 
additional opportunities for fun, service, and adventure.

39



Counseling 
and Support
Counseling
The middle school counseling program 
is designed to support students 
academically, socially, and emotionally 
during this important and exciting 
stage of their life. The counselors also 
work closely with parents, faculty, 
and administration toward achieving 
maximum success for each student.

Student Support Services
Taipei American School’s Student 
Support Services department provides 
a range of services to maximize 
each student’s social, emotional, and 
academic growth. The following 
programs are offered to Taipei 
American School students:

Academic Support Services

Speech and Language
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  EAL

The English as an Academic Language (EAL) program is based on the belief that English 
language learners are an integral part of TAS and that their needs are best met in the 
mainstream classroom while receiving differentiated instruction and support from EAL 
specialists. 

The primary goal of the EAL program is to develop the confidence and language skills 
that will allow children to be successful in an academically rigorous environment. 

EAL students receive focused instruction in the areas of grammar, vocabulary, spelling, 
expository writing, public speaking, and academic reading skills. At every grade level, 
an EAL teacher coordinates with the core subject teachers to ensure that EAL students 
develop a solid language foundation in order to adjust well socially and to achieve 
academic success in the Middle School and beyond.



    Joining
Greetings from the Admissions Office

Our school is proud of the reputation it has built over the past sixty years, and we 
are pleased that you are considering becoming a part of our learning community.  
Let us be the bridge between aspirations and achievements.  There is no better 
preparation for the future than an education that connects you directly to the 
opportunities you desire.   We invite you to submit an application. 

Taipei American School
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Explore TAS Online at
www.tas.edu.tw

Contact
To learn more about Taipei American School’s programs and admissions 
requirements, please visit our website: 
www.tas.edu.tw.

To arrange an inquiry appointment and to tour our facilities, please contact the 
Admissions Office by emailing admissions@tas.edu.tw or by calling   
+886-2-2873-9900, extension 329.

Contact Information
To learn more about Taipei American School’s programs and 
admissions requirements, please visit our website: 
www.tas.edu.tw.

To arrange an inquiry appointment and to tour our facilities, 
please contact the Admissions Office by emailing 
admissions@tas.edu.tw or by calling   
+886-2-2873-9900, extension 329.



Explore TAS Online at
www.tas.edu.tw

800 Chung Shan North Road, Section 6, 
Taipei, Taiwan ROC 111
T: (886) 2-2873-9900     
F: (886) 2-2873-1641


